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Béhem transportu jsou koné opakované napéjeni .
Drinking during the transport is for horses important Foto/Photo by V. Silha
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Zoologickd zahrada Praha

Mezinarodni projekt Navrat divokych koni, organizovany Zoo Praha a zaméfeny na reintrodukci koni
Pfevalského do oblasti jejich pdvodniho vyskytu v zapadnim Mongolsku, byl zahdjen v roce 2011. Tehdy
byli z Ceské republiky do lokality Khomiin tal nedaleko zdpadomongolského mésta Khovdu pfepra-
veni prvni Ctyfi koné (Bobek et al, 2011). Od nésledujiciho roku se cilem viech dalsich transportti stala
pfisné chranéna oblast (Strictly Protected Area — SPA) Great Gobi B v jihozépadnim Mongolsku, odkud
jsou zndma posledni pozorovéni koni Prevalského v piirodé (Paklina et Pozdnyakova, 1989). Po vyhu-
beni druhu ve volnosti koncem $edesatych let se prvni koné zacali vracet zpét do své domoviny v roce
1992 (Kds, 2000; Bobek et al, 2011; Bandi et Dorjaraa, 2012). V obdobi do roku 2004, kdy byl realizovan
posledni transport koni z Evropy, bylo do oblasti Gobi B dovezeno celkem 89 koni. Béhem téméf dva-
ceti let populace s drobnymi vykyvy postupné nardstala, az do pfichodu tvrdé zimy s nadprdimérnym
mnozstvim snéhu na pfelomu let 2009/2010. Tehdy doslo k vyraznému snizeni pocetnosti na pfiblizné
jednu tietinu pdvodniho stavu (Enkhsaikhan 2010, Kaczensky et al, 2011). Pravé tato udalost se stala
jednim z hlavnich ddvodd vzniku projektu Névrat divokych koni, kdy doslo k obnoveni transportd koni
z evropskych chovl pro obnovu a posileni mongolskych populaci koné Pievalského. V letech 2012
az 2015 bylo do oblasti Gobi B Uspésné pievezeno ve Ctyfech transportech celkem 15 klisen. Priibéh
téchto transport(i je popsan v predeslych zpravéach (Bobek et al, 2013; Bobek et al, 2015; Simek et al,
2012; Simek et al, 2014).

Dlivody pro pokracovani projektu a transport( koni do oblasti Gobi B z{istavaji obdobné jako na
jeho zacétku - posileni pocetnosti i genetické zakladny stavajici repatriované populace koni a vytva-
feni rezerv pro pfipadné stochastické udalosti, jakou byla napfiklad tvrda zima s velkym mnoZstvim
snéhu (dzud) v zimé 2009/2010. Pfestoze neexistuji pfesna data, ekologicka kapacita prostfedi SPA
Gobi B neni zdaleka naplnéna. Vzhledem k limitujicim podminkam prostiedi, do kterého se koné Pre-
valského po vice nez Ctvrtstoleti absence vrdtili, je ziejmé, Ze zérukou dlouhodobého preZiti je nejen
odpovidajici péce ochranéiského managementu, ale pfedevsim dostate¢né pocetna populace, majici
pevny zéklad v silnych a reprodukce schopnych jedincich.

V roce 2016 vstoupil projekt do svého Sestého roku. Na rozdil od minulych let se viak v tomto roce
jednalo o prepravu nikoliv ¢tyr, ale osmi koni. V roce 2015 byla Zoo Praha pozadana predstaviteli spravy
SPA Great Gobi B a Narodniho parku Hustain Nuruu o zajisténi pfepravy Ctyr koni (jednoho hiebce a ti
klisen) z Hustain Nuruu do Gobi B. Reintrodukéni projekt v Hustain Nuruu byl zahajen ve stejném roce
jako v Gobi B, populace nyni ¢ité pres tfi sta koni (Bandi et Dorjaraa, 2012; Usukhjargal pers. com.).
Kromé dal$iho posileni prozatim méné pocetné gobijské populace spociva vyznam vnitromongol-
ského presunu také v rozsifeni spoluprace mezi dvéma hlavnimi mongolskymi projekty na zachranu

85



Vypousténi koni do aklimatiza¢ni ohrady v Tachin talu .
Putting out of the horses into the aklimatization enclosure in Tachin tal Foto/Photo by V. Silha

posledniho Zijiciho druhu divokého koné. Koné pochazejici z Hustain Nuruu jsou také jiz navykli na
mongolské klima, i kdyz podminky prostfedi v obou chrdnénych oblastech jsou odlisné. Oblast Gobi B
je zklimatického a ekologického hlediska podstatné extrémné;si.

Organizatorem obou transportl v roce 2016 byla jako v pfedchozich letech Zoologicka zahrada
hl. m. Prahy s hlavnim partnerem Arméadou Ceské republiky. Ta poskytla letoun CASA C-295M, a to
pouze za Uhradu pfimych provoznich nékladl spojenych s pfepravou. Stalymi partnery pfipravnych
i realizacnich fazi projektu Navrat divokych koni jsou mezinarodni organizace na ochranu koni Preval-
ského - ITG (International Takhi Group) a jeji mongolska pobocka (ITG Mongolia), velvyslanectvi Ceské
republiky v Uldnbétaru a v rdmci Evropské asociace zoologickych zahrad a akvarii (EAZA) a jeji evropsky
chovny program koni Pfevalského (EEPP). Finan¢ni zajisténi letosniho transportu bylo kryto primarné
z prostiedk(i uvolnénych z dlouhodobého projektu Zoo Praha a Magistratu hl. m. Prahy,Dvé koruny
ze vstupu’, umoznujiciho vyuzit dvé koruny z kazdé vstupenky do zoo na podporu vybranych ochra-
néfskych in-situ projektti, z dota¢niho titulu Ministerstva zivotniho prostfedi CR a z pFispévkd majitel(i
koni ur¢enych pro reintrodukci, v tomto pfipadé KdIner Zoo a Tierpark Berlin.
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Kurétorka B. Dobiasova vypousti klisnu Arvin
Curator Mrs B. Dobiasova releasing the mare Arvin Foto/Photo by Roman Vodicka

Pfipravy projektu, které by v pfipadé standardni prepravy ¢tyf koni z Prahy do Mongolska jako v le-
tech pfedchozich, mohly byt povazovany za rutinni, byly tentokrat z dlivodu druhého, vnitromongol-
ského, transportu odlisné. Transport z Hustain Nuruu musel z logistickych dlivodd bezprostredné na-
vézat na transport z Prahy. Pfipravy zacaly jiz v [été 2015, po UspéSném tohoro¢nim transportu. Kromé
vybéru vhodnych koni z evropského chovu i z koni nabidnutych vedenim parku Hustain Nuruu, byla
klicovou otazkou logistika odchytu volné Zijicich koni v ndrodnim parku Hustain Nuruu a jejich pfechod-
ného umisténi do ohrady. Tu bylo zapotiebi vybudovat na vhodné lokalité na okraji ndrodniho parku,
pokud mozno co nejvice mimo dosah ostatnich koni. Na prvni konzultace pfimo v terénu navazala
prosincova navstéva biologa narodniho parku Hustain Nuruu Usukhjargala Dorje a feditele SPA Great
Gobi B Ganbaatara Oyunsaikhana v Praze. Béhem jejich pobytu byl mimo jiné projednén a naplanovan
vzhled a vystavba ohrady v Hustain Nuruu vcetné jejiho financovéni a probrany rizné moznosti odchytu
koni. Ohrada obdélInikového tvaru byla vybudovéna na pfelomu dubna a kvétna s plochou pfiblizné
2 ha. Situovana byla delsi stranou v mirném svahu, v dolIni ¢asti bylo umélé napajedlo se solarnim Cerpa-
dlem a &ast pfiléhajici hornimu okraji byla rozdélena na tfi vzajemné propojitelné manipulacni prostory
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s krmnymi misty. Hrazeni bylo vytvoreno z kovovych ramii o rozmérech 300 x 200 cm (délka x vyska)
s pletivovym vypletem, s velikosti ok 5 x 5 cm a bylo v celé délce potazeno zelenou kryci plachtou. Pfes-
toZe v ohradé byla prirozena pastva, byli koné vzhledem k délce pobytu v ohradé pfikrmovéni senem,
a to uvniti manipulacnich dvorka. V jednom ze tii dvorkl byl umistén dievény pfistresek.

K odchytu bylo vybrano celkem sedm koni, jeden hiebec a $est mladych klisen. Proti pivodnimu
ocekavani se viechna zvifata podafilo v ¢lenitém terénu odchytit béhem jediného dne. Potvrdilo se, Ze
v podminkach mensiho a hojné navstévovaného parku, jakym je Hustain Nuruu, lezici v blizkosti hlav-
niho mésta Ulanbataru, jsou koné vyrazné uvyklejsi pohybu lidi a pfiblizit se k harémim je snazsi, nez
tomu byva v Gobi B. Kazdy ki byl imobilizovan stfelou z narkotizacni pusky, a nésledné prenesen na
transportni plachté pred prepravni box v misté, kam bylo mozné zajet nakladnim vozem. Pfed boxem
byl kiin umistén do prostoru ohrani¢eného silnymi dilci. Nasledovala aplikace antagonist( a ve chvili,
kdy se ki zved|, byl zatlacen do pfepravni bedny a naloZen na korbu nékladniho automobilu. Jak-
mile byli na auté dva, pfipadné tfi koné, byli prevezeni a vypusténi do ohrady. Pfestoze odchyceni
koné pochézeli z rliznych skupin a harémd, velice rychle utvofili soudrznou skupinu bez vyraznych
vzajemnych konfliktd. Vlastni odchyty a veterinarni zajisténi pfepravy do ohrady bylo ikolem pro zku-
$ené veterinare, dr. Romana Vodicku z prazské zoo a dr. Jima Rasmussena ze Zoo Minnesota, ktery jiz
mél zkuSenost s anestézii volné Zijicich koni v Hustain Nuruu v ramci studie sledovani jejich pohybu
pomoci satelitni telemetrie.

Pipravy transportu z Prahy probihaly obdobnym zp(isobem jako v minulych letech (Simek et al.,
2012). Primarni vybér koni pro transport probéhl na zakladé doporuceni evropského chovného pro-
gramu (EEPP), pficemzZ néktefi z koni byli v chovné stanici v Dolnim Dobfejové k dispozici jiz z prede-
$lych let. Nové byly dovezeny 4 klisny ze ¢tyf rlznych zafizeni (Givskud Zoo, Tierpark Berlin, Leipzig
Zoo a Doberitzer Heide) v rozmezi prosince az dubna. Zasadnimi kritérii vybéru vhodnych jedinct pro
transport je stafi, celkova kondice a zdravotni a fyziologicky stav (klisny nesméji byt brezi). V neposledni
fadé je dllezitd i zkudenost s reakci na anestézii a pfevoz v prepravnim boxu. V3echny nové dovezené
klisny absolvovaly nejprve podovozniizolaci v samostatném vybéhu v aredlu Zoo Praha, béhem niz se
podrobily kontrolnim veterinarnim testdm. Po ukonceni predepsané izolace byly prevezeny do akli-
matizacni stanice v Dolnim Dobrejové, kterd je nastupnim mistem pro transporty do Mongolska. Zde
vybrani koné podstupuji pfedepsanou tficetidenni predvyvozniizolaci, béhem které znovu probéhnou
viechna veterinarni vysetfeni stanovena mongolskymi ufady. Rozsah pozadovanych veterinarnich
Ukon( zlistdvé nezménén (Bobek et al., 2011).

Obdobné jako kazdy rok, byla pfiprava viech pfislusnych povoleni a dokument( potiebnych k pfi-
stani v Bulganu ukolem pro naseho spolupracovnika Ensaikhana Namtaara z ITG Mongolia, s podporou
Zastupitelského dfadu CR v Ulanbataru. FindIni pFipravy a kontroly viech tkond potfebnych pro zdarny
priibéh zavérecné etapy transportu probihaly v Mongolsku za podpory dalsich dvou realiza¢nich tymd
ze Zoo Praha, které byly na misté nékolik dnl pred pfiletem letadla. Jedna skupina méla na starosti
prilet a vylozeni evropskych koni, druha pfipravovala s kolegy z Hustain Nuruu druhy, navazujici trans-
port. Pravidelnou soucasti posledni féze pfiprav je mimo jiné kontrola stavu vypoustéci ohrady, mista
vykladky a vypousténi koni, kontrola trasy pozemniho transportu v iseku mimo asfaltovou silnici, per-
sonalni zajisténi pozemniho transportu a zajisténi spolehlivych nakladnich aut. Pro pozemni pfepravu
byly pfipraveny tfi nakladni vozy, dva urcené pro pfepravu box( z letisté a jeden jako ndhradni. Na
kazdy z voz{i bylo v pfipadé nutnosti mozno nalozit vséechny koné. Obdobné byla zajisténa preprava
koni od ohrady v Hustain Nuruu k mezindrodnimu letisti v Uldnbataru. Nepostradatelnym ¢lenem pfi-
pravného tymu v Bulganu je pravidelné také pilot armady CR, ktery na misté provéfuje aktualni stav
nezpevnéné pristavaci drahy, vyhodnocuje meteorologické podminky a nasledné asistuje pfi komuni-
kaci mezi letiStni véZi a letadlem. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze letisté v Bulganu neni vybaveno modernim na-
vigacnim zafizenim a v blizkosti leti$té jsou vysoké hory, mlize zde letadlo pfistat pouze za pfiznivych
podminek. Pro pfipad nepfiznivého pocasi byla jako v minulych letech zajisténa moznost nahradniho
pristani a vylozeni koni na vzdalenéjsim, ale Iépe vybaveném letisti v Khovdu.

Pro transport z Prahy byly v letoSnim roce vybrany klisny Reweta ze Zoo Leipzig (¢. pl. knihy 6212,
nar.14. kvétna 2013), Nara z Cumberland Wildparku v Griinau (€. pl. knihy 6333, nar. 10. Cervence 2013),
Heilige (C. pl. knihy 6272, nar. 4. ¢ervna 2013) a Heia (C. pl. knihy 6278, nar. 6. cervna 2013) z Débe-
ritzer Heide. V den odletu 16. 7. 2016 se na Dolnim Dobfrejové viechny Ctyfi klisny i s pfipadnymi na-
hradnicem ihned po rdnu oddélily do prostor manipulacnich dvork, kde byly nésledné jedna po
druhé imobilizovany. Vse probihalo v jiz sehraném rytmu, ktery si tym chovatel(l spolu s veterinafem

88



nacvicili jiz mnohokrét pfi pfedchozich transportech. Prace se zvifaty vsak nikdy neni rutinou a re-
akce jednotlivych zvifat je individualni. Treti z nakladanych klisen, Reweta, reagovala na stres spojeny
s anestezii a nakladanim vyrazné hare nez ostatni klisny. Poté co se povedlo ji nalozit, bylo ji tfeba vé-
novat zvysenou pozornost, aby nedoslo k prehréti. Nakladani zacalo v ¢asnych rannich hodinach, po-
sledni klisna byla naloZena za dvé hodiny po nastfelu prvniho zvifete. Nasledné pak vyjelo nakladni
auto smérem na letisté Praha-Kbely. Neocenitelnd byla spolupréce s dopravni policii CR, pfedevsim asi-
stence pfi pfekondani dopravnich komplikaci na opravovaném tseku silnice. Po bezproblémovém prelo-
Zeni prepravnich boxd na palubu letounu CASA, posadka v doprovodu tymu pracovnik(i Zoo Praha ve
14:12 h odstartovala, pfiblizné 6 hodin od nakladky. Plisobenim latek, které veterinaf aplikoval klisnam
pfi nakladce a za pomoci klimatizace ochlazujici vnitini prostor letadla na zhruba 15 °C, byly viechny
klisny tou dobou jiz pomérné zklidnéné.V piipadé, Ze néktera z klisen projevovala vétsi neklid, posta-
¢ilo k odvedeni pozornosti seno. Let z Prahy do mongolského Bulgan Sumu je z diivodu dopliovéni
paliva naplanovén s dvéma mezipfistanimi v Rusku (Kazar a Novosibirsk), kde neobvykly naklad v ar-
madnim letadle vzdy vzbudi pozornost. Proto je jednim z klicovych Ukol{i organiza¢niho tymu nechat
vsechny dokumenty a povoleni ufedné prelozit do rustiny, aby byl zajistén co nejhladsi priilet. | pres
duslednou pfipravu se mezipfistani v Kazani neobeslo bez pritahd administrativniho charakteru. Na-
Stésti klisny snasely prodlouzenou prestavku dobie a odbaveni na dalSim pfistani v Novosibirsku jiz
probéhlo hladce.V 16:33 h mistniho ¢asu, tedy zhruba 27 hodin od naloZeni prvni klisny Nary, pfistal
letoun v zdpadomongolském Bulganu (o necelou hodinu pozdéji nez v loriském roce). Pfesné za ho-
dinu byly viechny prepravni boxy s koAmi pfeloZeny na korby nakladnich aut a v 18:05 h vyrazil konvoj
z letisté do Gobi B. Béhem cesty se nékolikrat zastavovalo z dGvodu kontroly a pfipadného napojeni ¢i
nakrmeni koni. Bez komplikaci dorazila auta po vice nez péti hodinach cesty k vypoustéci ohradé v Ta-
chin talu (v 00:30 h mistniho ¢asu, béhem cesty z letisté se prejizdi casové pasmo). Po 35 hodinach od
nakladky byly vSechny klisny v pofadku vypustény do aklimatizacni ohrady o rozloze 1,7 ha. Viechny se
po vypusténi jevily v poradku, jen s drobnymi odérkami na hlavé. Druhy den rdno se spole¢né sezna-
movaly s novym prostredim. Za normalnich okolnosti by byl Sesty transport koni Pfevalského v rdmci
projektu Navrat divokych koni zavrsen. Na svou cestu vsak mezitim v 950 km vzdéalené ohradé cekali
jesté koné z narodniho parku Hustain Nuruu.

Transport ¢tyr koni z Hustain Nuruu probéhl 21. ¢ervence. Zatimco nakladku koni v Dobfejové je
mozné s trochou nadsazky oznadit za rutinni, situace v Hustain Nuruu byla zcela nova. Druhy tym Zoo
Praha spolu s pracovniky narodniho parku vsak pfedem pfipravili vée potiebné, aby presun koni v rdmci
vnitromongolského transportu mohl zacit hned nasledujiciho réna po pfiletu letounu s prepravnimi
boxy do Ulanbataru. Administrativni stfedisko narodniho parku je vzdalené zhruba 2 hodiny cesty od
uldnbatarského letisté. Posledni detaily se upfestiovaly po prijezdu na misto s mistnimi zoology a strazci
parku az do pozdniho vecera, veterinarni pfipravy probihaly do hluboké noci. Aby se cely tym se vSim
potfebnym vybavenim dopravil na misto k odchytové ohradé, kterd se nachézela v nejodlehlejsi ¢asti
parku véas, bylo nutné vstavat hluboko pied rozednénim.V tu samou dobu jeden z povérenych strazcd,
ktery mél koné po celé zhruba dva mésice na starost, uzaviel koné do prostor manipulacnich dvork.
Uzavfeni koni do téchto mensich prostor bylo klicovym momentem, protoze koné by se ve velkém vy-
béhu imobilizovali jen velmi obtizné. Nejdrive bylo nutné uspat a nalozit hiebce. Ten mé spolu s domi-
nantni klisnou ve staddé vedouci misto, a kdyby zustal ve skupiné déle, mohl by se snazit klisny branit
a tak ztizit jejich nastreleni uspavaci stielou. Nastésti se jej podafilo zasdhnout rychle. Po odebrani
pottebnych vzorkd krve a aplikaci zklidrujicich preparatd, byl na transportni plachté dopraven pfed
bednu a naloZen stejnym zptisobem jako na Dobfejové nebo pfi kvétnovém odchytu. Hiebec po uza-
vieni v bedné i pod vlivem sedativ poskodil silnym kopanim natolik zadni dvitka bedny, ze musel byt
pro jistotu prelozen do jiného, pevnéjsiho, boxu. Navic veterinf hrebci aplikoval dal$i zklidrujici latky.
ProtoZe klisny v ohradé byly jiZ silné nervozni a rozbéhané, bylo rozhodnuto uspat dvé najednou, aby
se cely proces zkratil. Jedna z klisen byla vzhledem ke zdravotnim komplikacim pfi anestezii z preventiv-
nich dGvod( z piepravy vyfazena a vypusténa zpét do velké ohrady. Uspani a nakladka ostatnich trech
klisen probéhla bez vyraznych komplikaci. Bedny s kofimi byly naloZeny s pomoci jefdbu na pfipravena
nakladni auta a transport mohl vyrazit k Uldnbétaru. Cesta, vyhybajici se pfili$ strmym tsek{im, trvala
pfiblizné tfi hodiny. Pocasi toho dne nastésti nebylo pfili$ slunecné a zchladit koné v bednéach pomoci
namocenych houni pfipevnénych na stropu beden nebylo obtizné. Klisna Bebe byla prvni polovinu
cesty neklidnd a v bedné kopala, nakonec se ale zklidnila i ona a viechny koné se povedlo v pofadku
dopravit na letisté i nalozit do vojenského specialu. Let probihal bez problémd, pristani v Bulganu bylo
v 18:28 h mistniho Casu. Pfelozeni a odjezd z letisté byl vzhledem k tomu, Ze se jednalo o doméci a ni-
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Klisna Salanina (¢. 6133) v NP Hustaii Nuruu uléhd po nastieleni uspavaci latkou
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The mare Salanina (No. 6133) in NP Hustain Nuruu is lying down after darting Foto/Photo by Roman Vodicka
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Klisna Funny (. 6329) je nesena na plachté k transportni bedné
The mare Funny (No. 6329) is carrying on the sheet to the transport crate Foto/Photo by Roman Vodicka

koliv mezinérodni let tentokrat mnohem rychlejsi, jiz 50 minut po pfistani. Hrebec byl prevezen do Ta-
chin talu a vypustén do jedné z aklimatiza¢nich ohrad, aby mohl byt pozdéji spojen s klisnami z evrop-
ského transportu. Tfi klisny z Hustain Nuruu byly Gspésné vyloZeny v nové vybudované aklimatiza¢ni
ohradé pobliz oazy Tachin Us v zdpadni ¢asti Gobi B, aby posilily zdejsi, méné pocetnou ¢ast populace
divokych koni. Dovoz klisen do této ¢asti parku mél jesté druhy cil, a to zapojit do reprodukce jednoho
z hirebcl dovezenych do Gobi v roce 2012 z chovné stanice v ¢inském Jimsaru.

Zdvojeny transport ¢ty klisen ze stfedni Evropy a jednoho hiebce a tii klisen z ndrodniho parku
Hustain Nuruu do chranéné oblasti Gobi B byl Uspésné zavrsen. Pocet koni pfevezenych v rdmci pro-
jektu Navrat divokych koni stoupl jiz na 27. Na dosti ndro¢né akci je dlilezité, ze probihd za vyrazné
spoluprace mongolskych kolegl a Ze se tési vyznamné pozornosti a podpory u vefejnosti i celnych
predstaviteld Mongolska. Zésadni kapitola zéchrany posledniho divokého koné se odehrdla a stale jesté
odehrava v Evropé, jeho budoucnost viak lezi ve stfedoasijskych stepich.
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The international project, “Return of the Wild Horse’, organised by the Prague Zoo to bring back Prze-
walski's horses to their original habitat in western Mongolia, was launched in 2011. This was when the
first four horses were transported from the Czech Republic to the area of Khomiin Tal, not far from the
town of Khovd (Bobek et al, 2011). Since the following year, the destination of further shipments has
been the Strictly Protected Area — SPA, Great Gobi B, in southwest Mongolia, where the last known ob-
servations of the Przewalski's horse in the wild had been made (Paklina et Pozdnyakova, 1989). After
the species had become extinct in the wild by the late 1960's, first Przewlaski’s horses started to be
reintroduced in 1992 (Kds 2000; Bobek et al, 2011; Bandi and Dorjaraa 2012). By 2004, when the last
shipment of horses came from Europe, a total of 89 wild horses were brought to the Great Gobi B area.
The population was growing almost steadily over two dozen years until the harsh winter of 2009/2010,
when there was an exceptional amount of snow. Due to this event, the number horses dropped to
about one-third of the original figures (Enkhsaikhan 2010, Kaczensky et al, 2011). This was one of the
chief reasons for the “Return of the Wild Horse” project and for resuming shipments of wild horses from
European breeding stations to restore and reinforce their populations. In the 2012 to 2015 period,
there were four successful shipments in which a total of 15 mares were brought to the Gobi B area.
The course of these shipments is described in our earlier reports (Bobek et al, 2013; Bobek et al, 2015;
Simek et al, 2012; Simek et al, 2014).

The reasons for continuing the project and transporting horses to the Gobi B area remain the same
as at the very beginning - to consolidate the numbers and genetic base of the already reintroduced
populations of Przewalski’s horses and to create reserves for any stochastic events, such as the harsh
winter with great amounts of snow (dzud) back in 2010. Although there are no precise data available,
the capacity of the Gobi B SPA is far from being filled up. With respect to the limiting conditions of the
environment, to which Przewalski's horses returned after more than 25 years, it is clear that, in the long
run, their survival can only be guaranteed by adequate care provided by the protected area mana-
gement, but, above all, by a sufficiently big population, with a base of strong individuals that are able
to reproduce.

In 2016 the project entered its sixth year. Contrary to preceding years, not four but eight horses were
to be airlifted. In 2015, Prague Zoo was asked by the Great Gobi B SPA and the Hustain Nuruu National
Park managements to arrange the relocation of four horses, one stallion and three mares, from the
Hustain Nuruu population to the Gobi B area. A reintroduction project was launched in Hustain Nuruu
in the same year as that of Gobi B. Now there are over three hundred horses (Bandi and Dorjaraa 2012;
Usukhjargal pers. com.). The purpose of the relocation was not only to reinforce the still smaller Gobi
population but also to boost the co-operation between the two major Mongolian projects aimed at
conserving the last remaining wild horse species. Horses from Hustain Nuruu have already got used
to the Mongolian settings, although the conditions in the two protected areas are different. The Gobi
B SPA is more extreme as to the climate and ecological conditions.

Just as in previous years, both the 2016 transports were organised by the Zoological Garden of
Prague. Its major partner was the Army of the Czech Republic, which provided a CASA C-295M aircraft
just for the direct running costs incurred by the transport. Established partners in the preparatory and
implementation stages of the Return of the Wild Horse project include international organisations for
the conservation of Przewalski’s horses - the ITG (International Takhi Group) and its Mongolian branch
(ITG Mongolia), the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Ulaanbaatar (Ulan Bator), and, from within the
European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA), the European Endangered Species Protection Pro-
gramme for the Przewalski's horse (EEPP). The 2016 shipment was covered chiefly from funds from
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a long-term project of the Prague Zoo and the Municipality of Prague called “Two Crowns from the
Entrance Fee’, thanks to which two crowns from each entrance fee to the Zoo can be used to support
selected conservation in-situ projects; and also from a subsidy from the Czech Ministry of the Environ-
ment and from contributions from the initial owners of the reintroduced horses - the KéIner Zoo and
Tierpark Berlin.

Preparations for the project, which could have been a matter of routine for the shipment of four
horses from Prague to Mongolia, just as in the previous years, were different this time because of a re-
location of horses inside Mongolia. For logistic reasons, the transport from Hustain Nuruu had to im-
mediately follow the shipment from Prague. This is why preparations started already in the summer of
2015, after that year's successful shipment. Apart from selecting suitable horses from European bree-
ding stations and horses offered by the Hustain Nuruu park management, there was the key issue of
how to capture horses living in the wild in the Hustain Nuruu National Park and place them into a pro-
visional enclosure. Such an enclosure had to be placed at a suitable site on the outskirts of the national
park, as far as possible from the rest of the horses. Following first consultations on the spot, Usukhjargal
Dorje, a biologist of the National Park, and Ganbaatar Oyunsaikhan, director of the Great Gobi SPA, vi-
sited Prague in December. During their stay, discussions focused on planning, designing and building
an enclosure, its funding, as well as on various ways of catching the horses. The rectangular enclosure,
which was put up in late April and early May, at the end of winter, covered approximately 2 hectares.
Its longer side lay in a gentle slope. At the lower end, there was a man-made drinking basin fitted with
a solar pump. The upper section was divided into three interconnectable handling spaces with feeding
points. The fencing consisted of metal framework, 300 x 200 cm (length x height), with 5x5 cm mesh
netting, covered in full length by a green plastic tarpaulin. Although there was natural pasture in the
enclosure, the horses were fed extra hay inside the handling yards due to their prolonged stay in the
one place. There was also a timber shed in one of the yards.

Seven horses were picked out, one stallion and six young mares. Better than expected, we managed
to catch all the animals in the rugged terrain in one single day . This proved that in a smaller park with
big numbers of visitors, such as Hustain Nuruu, near the capital city of Ulan Bator, horses are more used
to people moving around. It is thus easier to get close to harems than in the Gobi B Park. Each of the
horses was immobilised by a anaesthetic combination and then carried on a transport blanket to a crate
situated at a place where it could be reached by a lorry. The horse was then put into a space barred
by strong sections of wooden plate. An antidote was applied to reverse the effects of the anaesthetic
substance. As soon as the horse rose to its feet, it was pushed into the crate and loaded onto a lorry.
When two or three horses had been placed onto the lorry, they were transported to their new enc-
losure and released. Although the animals came from different groups and harems, they quickly and
without any big conflicts formed a coherent group. The operation, from catching the animals to their
transport and placement into the enclosure, was supervised by experienced vets, Dr Roman Vodicka
from Prague Zoo and Dr Jim Rasmussen of Minnesota Zoo, who had already gained some experience
in capture of wild to horses living in the wild in Hustain Nuruu during a study which monitored their
movements by means of satellite telemetry.

Preparations for the shipment from Prague were similar to those of previous years (Simek et al.,
2012). The primary selection of horses for the transport followed recommendations of the European
Breeding Programme of Przewalski’s Horses (EEPP). Some of the horses had already been available in
the breeding station in Dolni Dobiejov from before. From December to April, 4 new mares arrived from
four different places (Givskud Zoo, Tierpark Berlin, Leipzig Zoo and Déberitzer Heide). Major selection
criteria for horses suitable for reintroduction include the age, overall condition and health with view to
gestation (mares must not be pregnant). Last but not least is the way the animal reacts to anaesthesia
and to being shipped inside a crate. All the newly arrived mares were isolated in a paddock in Prague
Zoo where they underwent vet tests. After the expiration of the isolation period, the horses were taken
to the acclimatisation station in Dolni Dobfiejov, the loading point for shipments to Mongolia. There,
selected horses are subjected to customary thirty-day pre-export isolation and to all the necessary ve-
terinary examinations required by Mongolian authorities. The extent of these essential veterinary tasks
has remained unchanged over the past few years (Bobek et al., 2011).

Just as every year, arranging all the required permissions and documents for landing in Bulgan was
the task of our co-worker, Ensaikhan Namtaar of the ITG Mongolia, backed by the Czech Embassy in
Ulan Bator, and assisted by a member of the staff of Prague Zoo.
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Monitorovani prvni imobilizované klisny Suzi (¢. 6502) - zleva dr. Tseek, manzelka dr. J. Rasmussena, dr. J. Rasmussen,

u koné kleci chovatel J. Sebin

Monitoring of the 1st immobilized mare Suzi (No. 5602) - from left dr. Tseek, wife of dr. J. Rasmussen, dr. Rasmussen,

on the horse is kneeling keeper J. Sebin Foto/Photo by Roman Vodi¢ka
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Posledni kontrola klisny Funny (¢. 6329) pied nalozenim do bedny
The last control of the mare Funny (No. 6329) before crating Foto/Photo by Roman Vodicka
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Two more teams from Prague Zoo went to Mongolia several days before the arrival of the aircraft
to help organise preparations for the final stage and check all the tasks necessary for a smooth and
successful transport. One team was to take care of the horses arriving from Europe and their unloa-
ding from the plane, while the other worked with their colleagues from Hustain Nuruu to arrange the
other ensuing transport. The final stage of preparations regularly involves checking the condition of
the enclosure for horses, the place for unloading and releasing the horses, and also checking the route
along dirt roads, as well as arranging personnel and reliable trucks for land transport. Three lorries were
ready for land transport, two to carry the crates from the airport and one as a backup. On top of that, in
case of an emergency, each truck was capable of carrying all the horses. The shipment of horses from
the enclosure in Hustain Nuruu to the international airport in Ulaanbaatar was prepared in a similar
fashion. A pilot of the Czech army is an indispensable member of the team in Bulgan as he inspects
the condition of the landing strip, assesses the weather conditions and then helps in the communi-
cation between the air traffic control tower and the aircraft. As the airfield in Bulgan is not furnished
with any modern navigational system and there are high mountains close to it, it is only possible to
land under favourable weather conditions. Just as in previous years, in case of adverse weather condi-
tions, there was a possibility to use an alternative airport and unload the horses at a more distant but
better equipped place, the Khovd airport.

This year, the four mares to be shipped from Prague included Reweta from Zoo Leipzig (studbook
number 6212, born on 14™ May 2013), Nara from Cumberland Wildpark in Griinau (studbook number
6333, born on 10 July 2013), Heilige (studbook number 6272, born on 4™ June 2013) and Heia (stud-
book number 6278, born on 6™ June 2013) from Doberitzer Heide. Early morning on the departure day,
16/7/2016, all the four mares and their eventual substitutes at Dolni Dobiejov, were placed in sepa-
rate handling yards. Then they were immobilised one by one. Everything went smoothly, in a rhythm
the team of zoo keepers together with a vet had already gained during the many previous shipments.
Nevertheless, working with animals is never a matter of routine, reactions of animals differ. The third
of the mares to be loaded, Reweta, had a much worse reaction to the stress caused by anaesthesia and
loading than the other mares. After the loading was completed, she had to receive more attention to
prevent her getting overheated. Czech traffic police were of great help in overcoming traffic problems
at a section of the road that was under repair. The crates were transferred on board the CASA aircraft
carrying the crew and Zoo team. It took off at 14:12, approximately 6 hours after the horses had been
loaded. By then, the mares had been relatively calm, thanks to the tranquilisers administered by the
vet as well as the air-conditioning system, which cooled the interior of the aircraft around 15 °C. When
a mare showed any signs of restlessness, it was sufficient to give her some hay. On the way to Bugan
Sum, Mongolia, there were two planned stops in Russia to refuel, one in Kazan and the other in Novosi-
birsk, where the unusual load in a military aircraft always attracts quite a bit of attention. This is why it is
really important for the organisational team to get all the paperwork, including various permits, trans-
lated into Russian to ensure a smooth passage. Despite all the care in the preparatory stage, there were
some administration delays during the stopover in Kazan. Fortunately, the mares took the prolonged
stay well, and the clearance in Novosibirsk was without any problems. About 27 hours after the first
mare, Nara, was loaded onto the plane, the aircraft landed in Bulgan, western Mongolia, at 16:33 local
time, just under one hour later than in the previous year. Exactly one hour after this, all the crates and
their occupants had been loaded onto lorries and at 18:05 the convoy of lorries and accompanying
cars set out on their journey from the airport to the Gobi B. The convoy stopped several times during
the journey to check and water or feed the horses. After more than five hours, the vehicles reached
the release enclosure in Tachin Tal without any problems. The local time was 00:30 (the way from the
airport crosses a time zone). After 35 hours since loading, all the mares were in order and released into
a 1.7 ha acclimatisation enclosure. The mares seemed to be fine; they only had some small scratches
on their heads. The next morning they were getting acquainted with their new surroundings. Under
normal circumstances, this would have been the end of the sixth shipment of Przewalski’s horses within
the “Return of the Wild Horse” project. But, 950 km away, there were horses waiting in their paddock in
the Hustain Nuruu National Park, to be carried across more than half of the country.

The transfer of four horses from Hustain Nuruu was made on 21t July. While loading horses in Dob-
fejov is more or less a routine matter, the situation in Hustain was something quite new. Several days
before the event, the other Prague Zoo team and staff of the National Park had dealt with all the ne-
cessities to ensure that the inland relocation of horses could start without any delay the morning after
the aircraft carrying craters had arrived to Ulan Bator. The administration of the National Park is about
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Klisna Bebe (¢. 6254) vybihd z bedny v docasné ohradé
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The mare Bebe (No. 6254) running out from the crate in the temporary pen




a 2-hour journey from the airport. When the team arrived, they were discussing details with local zo-
ologists and the park rangers until late that evening while veterinary preparations lasted until late at
night. Everybody had to get up very early, long before the dawn, the next morning to get all the ne-
cessary equipment to the spot, to the paddock where the horses were to be captured. This was in the
most remote section of the Park. By then, a ranger, who had been looking after the horses for about two
months, shut the horses into handling yards. Getting the horses into these smaller spaces was vital. It
would have been very difficult to immobilise them in a large paddock. It was necessary to anaesthetise
and load the stallion first. The stallion and a dominant mare play a leading role in a herd. If he stayed
longer in the group, he might have started defending his mares and aiming and administering tranqui-
lisers to the mares would have been far from easy. Fortunately, he was immobilised quite quickly. After
all the necessary blood samples were taken, and he was administered neuroleptics to keep calm over
the long journey, he was carried on a transport blanket to the crate. Then he was loaded in the same
fashion as the horses in Dobiejov or just as horses had been loaded in the Park after they were caught
in May. Despite being given strong narcotics, the stallion kept kicking violently against the crate and
hit it so much that the rear gate got damaged. Just to make sure, he was transferred into a stronger
one. On top of that, he was given more tranquilisers. As the mares in the enclosure were getting more
and more nervous and started running around, it was decided to immobilise two at the same time and
shorten the whole procedure. One of the mares had some health problems during anaesthesia and
was, therefore, excluded from the shipment and released back into the big enclosure. There were no
major complications during the immobilisation and loading of other three mares. A crane was used
to load the crates with the horses onto lorries, which could then start their journey to Ulan Bator. The
convoy avoided very steep places and the journey took about three hours. The day was, fortunately,
not very bright and it was no problem to cool the horses inside the crates by wet blankets fitted over
the tops of the crates. Half of the journey, the mare Bebe was restless and kept kicking the crate. Ne-
vertheless, later she calmed down and all the horses were brought to the airport in good order. There
they were loaded onto the military aircraft. The flight took 27 hours and the plane landed in Bulgan at
18:28 local time. As the flight was not an international but a domestic one, the reloading and depar-
ture from the airport were much faster, just 50 minutes after the plane touched ground. The stallion
was taken to Takhin Tal and released into one of the acclimatisation enclosures, to later join the mares
from the European airlift, while the three mares from Hustain Nuruu were successfully released into a
new acclimatisation enclosure near the Takhin Us oasis in the western part of the Great Gobi B, to en-
rich the yet small population of wild horses there. There was another aim in bringing the mares into
this part of the Park, to stimulate one of the stallions that were brought to the Gobi from a breeding
station in Jimsar, China, in 2012, to get involved in reproduction.

The double transport of four mares from Central Europe and a stallion plus three mares from the
Hustain Nuruu National Park to the Strictly Protected Area — SPA, Great Gobi B was successfully com-
pleted. The number of horses airlifted within the “Return of the Wild Horse” project has now risen to
27. Itis important that our Mongolian colleagues are substantially involved in the entire demanding
activity, and that the project attracts attention and receives considerable support from Mongolian lea-
ders as well as the public. Animportant chapter of the efforts to preserve the last wild horse has been
written in Europe, its future, though, is in the steppes of Central Asia.
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Harém hfebce Azaa, snimek z 12.7.2016.V daném roce druha nejvétsi skupina, kde se narodilo 6 hiibat. Celkem

se v roce 2016 v Gobi B se narodilo 41 hfibat, z toho 35 prezilo.

Stallion Azaa’s harem. Photo from 12 July 2016. That year, with 6 new foals born, the second largest group. In all,

41 foals were born in the Gobi B in 2016; 35 of them survived. Foto/Photo by J. Simek
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