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Prvotnim zékladem méstskych znakd byla panska heraldika. Sttedovéky bojovnik, uzavieny ve své
zbroji, by byl bez vyrazného oznaceni jen anonymnim jedincem na bitevnim poli, nerozpoznatelnym
pro své spojence i protivniky. Teprve znameni na pfilbé (pfipadné ozdobené, klenotem”) a zejména na
Stitu jej identifikovaly. Tyto znakové symboly se druhotné pienesly na nositele samého a to i bez pfimé
souvislosti se zbroji a uplatnénim v boji - staly se erbem, symbolem nadfazenosti. PGvodné osobni zna-
meni vyznacného jedince se nezfidka stavalo znakem rodovym a postupné prechdzelo na celé uzemi
rodem ovladané, pfedevsim na mésto jako nejvétsi rodové sidlo.

Méstské znaky se zpocatku viceméné prekryvaly s méstskymi pecetémi (jimiz se stvrzovaly dule-
zité listiny), pozdéji dostavaly nezavislou, jednodussi a vyraznéjsi podobu. Prvotné se vytvérely Zivelné
podle Gvahy feudalniho pana, pozdéji ale jiz s vyraznymi zésahy panovnika v podobé znakovych pri-
vilegii. Znak se tak stal reprezentacnim atributem a symbolizoval zvlastni prava kralovskych i poddan-
skych mést.

Privilegia méla byt pro méstské znaky urcujici normou, ty se ale dodatecné oficielné ,polepsovaly”
nebo rdzné (neoficidlné) upravovaly, takze dnes tieba v témze mésté nalezneme rizné modifikace
znaku na radnici, méstskych brandch ¢&i praporech, o nespolehlivosti barev nemluvé. V nasich novodo-
bych déjinach nebyly nékteré méstské znaky usetfeny ani politickych otfest a tak se do nich (véetné
statniho znaku!) dostaly i symboly komunismu.

Napln méstskych znak( je velice rozmanita. Symbolika zvifat je v nich u nas zastoupena asi ve 40 %
pfipadd, predevsim zésluhou kralovského Iva a orlice. Kiin, jako ve své dobé nejdulezitéjsi pomocnik
Clovéka i zvife vélecné a turnajové, se té3i patficné pozornosti. Byva nékdy spojovan s dalsimi obrazo-
vymi prvky (rytif, hradebni zed'apod.), nés ale nejvic zajimaji pfipady, kdy kin je jedinou nebo alespor
Ustfedni figurou. Pro pfehlednost nefadime znaky podle stéfi, ale abecedné podle ndzvu mésta.

1) Borotin pievzal znak vrchnosti Malovcl z Malovic, kterym nélezel od poloviny 15. do konce 16.
stoleti. Kdy presné tento znak méstecko ziskalo, neni zndmo; samo vzniklo jiz v prvé poloviné 14.
stoleti, tj. za vlady Jana Lucemburského nebo na pocéatku vlddy Karla IV. Zatimco na méstskych pe-
Cetich byval zobrazovan jenom $tit, v pfipadé méstského znaku slo dokonce o tzv. znak Uplny, to
znamend s helmou i klenotem, tvofenym v tomto pfipadé korunou, modro-zlatym krytim a vzpi-
najicim se koném s chocholem tfi pitrosich per. V registru Poslanecké snémovny CR symbol(i mést
a obci ma Borotin schvalen pouze prapor: Uzivani znaku Malovc( ma Borotin neoficialné povolen
vzhledem k tradicim pouze pisemné.

Hlinsko ma znak, ktery vznikl z peceté vrchnosti, pant z Pardubic, jimz Hlinsko patfilo do r. 1437.
Nedochovaly se Zadné pisemné zpravy o tom, kdy tento znak ziskalo. Polovi¢ni ki ve skoku
a s modrou uzdou se nékdy z neznalosti zaménuje se znakem Pardubic.

Horni Pocernice jsou jako ves dolozeny jiz v poloviné 14. stoleti, na méstys byly povyseny v r. 1936
a na mésto v r. 1969 po spojeni s okolnimi obcemi. Znak Hornich Pocernic byl schvélen v r. 1972.
Klasy symbolizuji vznik mésta ze tfi dfive zemédélskych osad, vranik pfipomina chov zavodnich koni
v dfive samostatném Xaverové. Péticipa ruda hvézda umisténa v pdvodnim znaku v bilém poli nad
koném byla po r. 1989 odstranéna. Soucasti Prahy se Horni Pocernice staly v r. 1974.
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4) Ostrava byla jako mésto znama jiz za kréle Pfemysla Otakara II. v 60. letech tfindctého stoleti. Od
husitskych vélek méla na méstské peceti vyobrazeného osedlaného koné bez uzdy, koncem 16. sto-
leti pfibyla v hornim rohu pétilista rize. PGvodné cerny $tit byl béhem 18. stoleti zménén na modry,
ktery se uziva dodnes.

Pardubice byly méstem pravdépodobné jiz na pocatku 14. stoleti. Jejich znak je odvozeny od erbu
pand z Hostyné a Pardubic, ktefi zde pusobili za vlady cisafe Karla IV. Neni ale jasné, kdy mésto znak
ziskalo. Polovi¢ni kiin, na rozdil od znaku Hlinska, kra¢i a ma zlatou uzdu. Se soucasnymi jezdeckymi
aktivitami uskute¢riovanymi v Pardubicich méa méstsky znak jen Cisté ndhodny vztah.
Polen je jako ves dolozena ve 13. stoleti, mésteckem se stala na pocatku 15. stoleti. Kdy ziskala znak
béziciho bélouse v ¢erveném stité neni znamo, dolozen je az v 17. stoleti. V r. 1976 byla Polen pii-
pojena k obci Chudenice.

Slezské Rudoltice jsou pisemné vzpomindny jiz v r. 1255. Na své peceti méla ves,mluvici znameni”:
na travé stojiciho a ke stromu uvdzaného vranika. Stejné znameni uZzivaly Rudoltice i po svém po-
vyseni na méstecko v r. 1676, zadné znakové privilegium se ale nezachovalo. To mé ovsem za na-
sledek, Ze se nékdy v heraldické literatufe uvadéji i urcité modifikace znaku, napf. ¢erveny stit nebo
stiibrny svisly pruh.
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Z reprodukovanych méstskych znaku je patrné, ze ki, at vyobrazovany v celku nebo polovi¢ni, je
vzdy vyraznym objektem pro pozorovatele. To m4 své zd(ivodnéni. ProtoZe znaky, jak jsme vyse uvedli,
mély pdvodné za tkol rozeznat totoznost nositele snadno i na délku, dochazi k heraldické stylizaci,
zietelnému jednoduchému obrysu a ndpadné barevné kombinaci. Erbovni figura ma také imérnou
velikost, aby $tit opticky co nejlépe vyplfiovala. Pro jednotnost jsou viechny znaky uvefejnény na tzv.
pozdné gotickém $titu, bez ohledu na skute¢nou dobu jejich vzniku.

The primary basis for city emblems was the heraldry of the lord. A medieval warrior in his armour wi-
thout any distinctive symbols would have been an anonymous individual on the battle field, undi-
stinguishable from his allies or foes. It was the symbol on the helmet (sometimes decorated with a
“jewel”) and, in particular, the shield that identified them. These symbols later became associated with
the bearer and not always in relation to the armour or their performance in the battle - they became
a crest of arms, a symbol of superiority. The original sign, indicating an individual, often became the
family sign and gradually became used by the entire territory ruled by the family, especially the town
that was used as the seat.

Initially, cities’ coats of arms were more or less synonymous with town seals (which were backed up
by important deeds), later they gained an independent, simplified and more distinctive form. Origi-
nally, they were created naturally, according to the lord’s character. Later there were distinct interven-
tions by the monarch indicating privileges. Thus, the coat of arms became a representative attribute
symbolising the special rights of royal and liege towns.

Privileges were to be the determinative standard for town coats of arms, however, they were then
officially “improved” or (unofficially) altered in various ways, so that in the same town we can find va-
rious modifications of the coat of arms on the town hall, the town gates or flags and that is not menti-
oning the range of colours used. Some towns’ coat of arms was not spared the political turbulence of
the modern period and so communist symbols appeared on them (including the state coat of arms!).
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The range of town coat of arms is very varied. In the Czech Republic about 40 % of them contain
the symbol of an animal, generally due to the royal lion and eagle. The horse, in its time one of the
most important animals for man for both wars and tournaments, is fittingly represented. It was often
connected with other images (a knight, fortifications, etc.), however, our interest is focussed on cases
in which the horse is the sole or central figure. The coats of arms are arranged in alphabetical order of
the towns rather than by age.

8) Borotin adopted the symbol of the Malovec’s from Malovice, who had been granted it from the
mid 15™ century to the end of the 16™. It is not known exactly when the town acquired the coat of
arms, which arose in the first half of the 14* century during John of Bohemia's sovereignty or at the
start of Charles'IV reign. Whilst most town seals only displayed a shield, as concerns the town coat
of arms they were “full’; i.e. with a helmet and a gem, formed in this case by a crown, a blue-yellow
field and a horse with a plume of three ostrich feathers rearing up.

9) Hlinsko has a coat of arms that arose from the seal of the lords of Pardubice, who owned Hlinsko
until 1437.The written records on when it acquired this coat of arms no longer exist. The half horse
with one foreleg raised and a blue bridle is sometimes mistaken for the coat of arms of Pardubice.

10)Horni Pocernice was established as a village in the middle of the 14t century, it was raised to a town-
shipin 1936 and a town in 1969 after being combined with the surrounding municipalities. Its coat
of arms was approved in 1972. The ears of corn symbolise the three former farming settlements,
the black horse is a reminder of the race horses bred in the independent Xaverov. The five-pointed
red star in the original coat of arms on a white field above the horse was removed after 1989. Horni

Pocernice became part of Prague in 1974.
11)Ostrava was known as a town in the reign of Premys| Otakar Il in the 1260's. Since the Hussite wars,

a saddled horse without a bridle was incorporated into the town seal, by the end of the 16 century

a five-petal rose was added in the upper corner. The field was originally black but was changed for

a blue one during the 18™ century, which is still in use today.
12)Pardubice was most likely a town at the start of the 14'" century. Its coat of arms is derived from the

crest of the Lords from Hostyné and Pardubice, who ruled during the reign of the Emperor Charles

IV. It is not, however, clear when the town acquired the coat of arms. In contrast to Hlinsko, the half

horse is cantering and has a golden bridle. It is pure coincidence that the coat of arms represents

a running horse and has no relation to the Pardubice steeplechase.
13)Polen was established as a village in the 13* century, becoming a township at the start of the 15™

century. It is not known when it acquired a coat of arms with a running horse on a red field, but it

is documented in the 16" century. In 1976 it was merged with the village of Chudenice.
14)Slezské Rudoltice is mentioned in records from 1255. The village has a“telltale symbol” on its seal:

a black horse standing on grass and tied to a tree. Rudoltice used the same coat of arms after being

raised to a township in 1676, but has not retained any symbolic privileges. This is naturally a result

of the fact that in heraldic literature a certain modification of the coat of arms is sometimes given,
for instance a red shield or a silver pale.

The reproductions of the coat of arms clearly show that the horse, be it displayed in full or just half,
is always a distinct image for the observer. There is a reason for this. Because, as stated above, coats of
arms were originally intended to easily distinguish the bearer’s identity even from afar, heraldic stylisa-
tion came into play with a clear, simple outline and distinctive colour combinations. The crest’s figure
also has a proportionate size so that it optically fills in the shield as much as possible. For unity all of the
coats of arms are published on a late gothic shield regardless of when they actually arose.

CAREK, J., (1985) Méstské znaky v ¢eskych zemich. Academia Praha.

175



